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Newsletter – November 2021 

 
 

 News from the association in Geneva 

 

Since April 2021, the Association Enfants des Etoiles 

(Children of the Stars) or Taaro ke Bacche, and its 

committee, have continued to pursue fundraising for 

TkB Benares. 

 

We participated in "The Meal" which took place on 

September 18,2021 at the Parc des Evaux in Onex. 

As always, it was a great opportunity for us to meet 

other associations. Our thanks to Seema Uplekar for 

her help in selling our handicrafts. 

 

 

 

 

 

Times are still difficult economically and socially, 

both in Geneva and Benares. Life is very 

unstable, requiring constant readjustments, and 

reinforced hope and optimism...  

 

Our sincere thanks to all our donors, both private 

and public: the C. Fabre Family, the associations 

The Meal, Ali Baba and You, the City of Geneva-

City of Solidarity, as well as to the communes of 

Collonges-Bellerive, Dardagny, Puplinge, 

Troinex and Vandoeuvres. 

 

The search for private and public donors is a 

large part of Marie-Françoise's activity when she 

is in Geneva, supported by Corinne Grand and 

Patricia Bell. 
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News from the school in Benares 

 
On April 19, 2021, the schools were closed due to the second 

wave of Covid which was beginning to sweep through the country. 

In view of the situation Marie-Françoise decided to leave Benares 

on April 24 and to work for the project from Geneva. 

 

She returned to Benares on October 8th. 

 

All through this second wave that hit India so dramatically, until 

August, the teaching staff and Marie-Françoise stayed in daily 

contact with the families in order to support the children's 

education and the morale of the families. 

 

She felt it was important for her to stay connected to everyone and 

to engage in constructive activities through which all could feel a 

part of the Taaro Ke Bacche "family". 

 

In addition, a bi-weekly follow-up in the form of online forums with 

parents and professionals was implemented. Marie-Françoise 

believes that this follow-up has been positive psychologically. 

. 
 

 

On August 1st, the schools reopened for the professionals, 

then on September 1st for the kids. 

At first a limited number of children returned because 

some families kept their children at home out of concern 

for their health, and others had returned to their villages. 

Furthermore, at the same time Benares was facing an 

epidemic of mosquito-borne dengue fever which can be 

fatal. 

 

Then, little by little, routine returned to the pre-Covid state. 

 

Recently, we have received new applications, two for 9-

year-old boys and three for the EIP (Early Intervention 

Program) group including a 3-year-old girl, Riddhi. 

 

On her return, Marie-Françoise also took charge of the new pre-vocational project for three of our 

youngsters who are now 14 years old. She met Vinita, former head of a sheltered workshop for 

autistic people and mother of a 24-year-old autistic boy. She will be available from May 2022 to help 

with this project. 

 

We are going to start simple preliminary work in the place planned for this project: changes in the 

kitchen, construction of a wall, modifications to the electricity system, etc. 

 

As this Newsletter is about to be published, we are preparing to celebrate the International Day of 

Persons with Disabilities on December 3, which aims to promote the integration and access to 

economic, social and political life of people with disabilities. 

 

To each and every one of our generous donors, friends, we express our sincere thanks. 

 

Riddhi, 3 years 

Angel is happy to look at 

what has been built! 
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A few more pictures of our life in Benares 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diwali, the festival of light and rangolis 

Nishant & Aryan in a moment of sharing 

Krish 
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Our address 

 
ENFANTS DES ETOILES ou Taaro ke Bacche 

1224 Chêne-Bougerie – Switzerland 

 
Our websites 

 
www.enfantsdesetoiles.ch 

www.taarokebacche.in 

Make a donation 
 

From Switzerland: 
Post office account: 14-379651-3 

 
From any other country: 

Swiss Post – Postfinance 
IBAN: CH 12 0900 0000 1437 9651 3 

BIC/SWIFT: POFICHBEXXX 

Riddhi playing 

with a doll 

More damaging floods in September Invitation flyer for an online meeting 

Babu & his mum 


